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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Create Common Good earns $50,000 Newman’s Own Foundation grant 
to help turn Treasure Valley kids onto healthy food choices 

BOISE, Idaho (Sept. 24, 2013) — Create Common Good has received a $50,000 grant from 
Newman’s Own Foundation, the independent foundation created by the late actor and 
philanthropist Paul Newman. This nutritional-mission funding will support farm-to-plate 
experiential education programs for Treasure Valley kids. 

Create Common Good is a Boise-based nonprofit social enterprise that uses food to change 
lives. The group provides job training and employment opportunities at its commercial kitchen 
and farm, sells and donates food it produces to help people in need throughout the Treasure 
Valley, and raises awareness about nutrition. 

“Newman’s Own Foundation is proud to support Create Common Good because of their 
dedication to helping kids in Boise and the surrounding area adopt healthier habits,” says Lisa 
Walker, managing director of Newman’s Own Foundation. “Their experiential education 
programs have tangible, positive impacts on the nutrition and sense of empowerment for 
participants, which are two important focus areas for the Foundation.” 

The grant helps ensure Create Common Good’s farm-to-plate experiential education programs 
— which serve about 1,000 local kids and other volunteers — remain financially viable. “Our 
farm has a huge impact in the Treasure Valley, but it’s expensive to operate,” CCG founder and 
CEO Tara Russell says. “The impact we have through farming doesn’t always generate a 
financial return, unlike the healthy food products and services our commercial kitchen offers 
local restaurants, cafeterias, schools, and grocers. 

“Nevertheless, it’s important for kids to get connected to where their food comes from. When 
they do, they become more interested in where good food comes from, which leads them to 
make smarter choices and adopt healthier habits. We have a unique opportunity to reintroduce 
kids to the growing cycle of food and help them have fun with it, and we’ve learned firsthand via 
these programs that kids are more likely to eat food they’ve helped grow themselves.” 

ABOUT CREATE COMMON GOOD 
Create Common Good is a nonprofit social enterprise that uses food to change lives. Based in 
Boise, Idaho, the 501(c)(3) organization offers job training to refugees and others in need and 
provides locally produced, healthy food options through its farm-to-table production food 
operations and training courses. With a job placement rate of 95 percent for its graduates, 
Create Common Good transforms lives by equipping people with the tools they need to be self-
sufficient. The group’s world-renowned executive chef and director of culinary training, Brent 
Southcombe, has nearly three decades of experience in restaurants and five-star hotels and 
was named Chef of the Nation for Australia and New Zealand in 1997. Visit 
www.createcommongood.org for more information, to make a donation, or to volunteer. 
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