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EXECUTIVE BIO 

Tara Russell, Founder & CEO, Create Common Good 

BOISE, Idaho (March 18, 2013) — One of the key 
resettlement communities in America, Boise has 
become home to thousands of exiles that fled their 
native lands in search of safety and stability. 

Historically, unemployment in Idaho has been lower 
than the national average, but the economy tanked in 
2008 and it skyrocketed in Idaho. The Great Recession 
took a dramatically deeper toll on the Gem State's 
refugee community, with unemployment leaping from  
5 percent to nearly 50 percent overnight among the 
fragile demographic. 

Enter Tara Russell. Recognized as a business leader 
on social enterprise and the equipping of underserved 
populations through creative business models, Tara's 
global corporate leadership experience includes 
engineering with GM, product development with Nike, 
and technical sales and marketing at Intel. 

Moved by the plight of Boise's refugee population, she 
founded Create Common Good -- a nonprofit social enterprise that uses food to change lives -- 
that same year. Based in Boise, the 501(c)(3) organization offers job training to refugees and 
others in need and provides locally produced, healthy food options through its farm-to-table 
production food operations and training courses. 

With a job placement rate of 95 percent for its graduates, Create Common Good transforms 
lives by equipping people with the tools they need to be self-sufficient. Since its inception, Tara 
and her colleagues have trained more than 300 adults and improved the lives of more than 
1,500 refugee family members. Please visit www.createcommongood.org for more details. 

Tara leads all CCG strategy and business development. She is a mechanical engineer from 
Georgia Tech. She also co-founded an organization in Bangkok, Thailand, called NightLight 
International that helps women in prostitution leave the industry and find healthy employment 
alternatives. Please visit www.nightlightinternational.com for more details. 
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